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The vision is this: That you will have— 
that the technology will become so efficient 
that you’ll become a little power generator 
in your home and that if you don’t use the 
energy you generate, you’ll be able to feed 
it back into the electricity grid. The whole 
purpose of spending money on solar power— 
and we intend to spend $150 million next 
year in funding for both Government and 
private research—is to bring to market as 
quickly as possible this important and im-
pressive technology. It’s really going to help 
change the way we live—we think—and we 
want solar power to become competitive by 
2015. 

Another promising renewable is wind. 
You’re getting—as Laura says, ‘‘When you 
speak too long, you’re a little windy.’’ [Laugh-
ter] I’m not saying I’m wind power—[laugh-
ter]—but I am telling you I recognize the 
importance of wind power. More than $3 bil-
lion worth of equipment to generate elec-
tricity from wind was installed in America 
last year. In other words, it’s a new industry; 
it’s beginning to grow; $3 billion is a good 
investment, good amount of investment. Ob-
viously, people think there’s potential when 
it comes to wind energy. 

About 6 percent of the continental U.S. 
has been identified as highly suitable for con-
struction of wind turbines. Some have esti-
mated that this area alone has the potential 
to supply up to 20 percent of our Nation’s 
electricity. In other words, they’ve identified 
6 percent of the country’s landmass as a good 
place for wind turbines that, if installed with 
the right technology, could have a major ef-
fect on the electricity that we all use. So 
we’re proposing additional money for re-
search and development. 

I think you’re beginning to get the drift 
of what I’m talking about. We’re on the edge 
of some amazing breakthroughs—break-
throughs all aimed at enhancing our national 
security and our economic security and the 
quality of life for the folks who live here in 
the United States. And so, therefore, now is 
the time for Congress to join me in spending 
this money. I think it’s a good use of your 
money, to help us achieve major break-
throughs in how we live and how we can re-
duce our dependency on oil. This is an issue 
that Republicans and Democrats can and 

must come together on. It’s an issue that— 
[applause]. 

Think about how your children or your 
grandchildren may be able to spend a Presi-
dent’s Day in the future. If you’re planning 
a trip to visit relatives, you can plug in your 
hybrid car the night before and drive the first 
40 miles on your lithium ion battery. If you’ve 
got more distance to go, you can fill up at 
your local ethanol station. If you’re in Wis-
consin, you’ll be filling it up with corn prod-
uct. In Crawford, it may just be switch grass. 
[Laughter] You may decide to travel in a hy-
drogen-powered minivan and refuel at a sta-
tion with hydrogen generated by a local nu-
clear powerplant. When you finally make it 
to where you’re going, you can sit at a house 
that is lit by clean coal or wind energy or 
solar-powered roof over your head. 

We’re close. We’re close to having this vi-
sion realized in America. And by the way, 
this can all be done—the whole trip can be 
done without consuming a single drop of oil. 
It’s within our reach. There was a lot of time 
when most Americans would never have 
imagined that we’d be traveling long distance 
in our automobile instead of a buggy or send-
ing e-mails instead of letters. In the life of 
this Nation, we have seen incredible and 
rapid advances in technology—in the history 
of this country. 

I believe the greatest advances are yet to 
come, and I want to thank the good folks 
here at Johnson for helping them come. 
Thanks for your time. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:43 a.m. at John-
son Controls Building Efficiency Business. In his 
remarks, he referred to John M. Barth, chief exec-
utive officer, president, and director, Johnson 
Controls, Inc.; John Gard, speaker, Wisconsin 
State Assembly; Mayor Tom Barrett of Mil-
waukee, WI; and Scott Walker, county executive, 
and Sheriff David A. Clarke, Jr., of Milwaukee 
County, WI. 

Remarks Following a Tour of United 
Solar Ovonic in Auburn Hills, 
Michigan 
February 20, 2006 

I just had a interesting tour of United Solar 
here in the State of Michigan. I also had the 
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honor of meeting the inventor of a lot of the 
technology and the machines here. A couple 
of things struck me. One, solar technology 
is commercial and—particularly because 
they’ve figured out ways to make long rolls 
of this photovoltaic technology. That’s impor-
tant to help us achieve a major goal, which 
is to become less dependent on foreign 
sources of oil. 

I spent the day earlier in Wisconsin, where 
I was able to see some amazing technologies 
that will help us change the way we drive 
our automobiles. This technology right here 
is going to help us change the way we live 
in our homes. The ultimate goal is to have 
solar technology on your home, and that 
home will become a little power-generating 
unit unto itself, and that if you have extra 
electricity, that you could put it back in your 
grid, so you become a power producer, but 
you’re using renewable sources of energy to 
power your homes and to fire up your refrig-
erators. And this is real. I really am thankful 
that the folks of this company gave me a 
chance to come and visit about it. 

The role of the Government at this point 
is to continue to spend research dollars to 
help push technologies forward, is to get 
these technologies to be even more competi-
tive in the marketplace. And I’m calling on 
Congress to join us on this most important 
energy initiative. As most folks know, there’s 
a lot of needless politics in Washington, DC. 
There’s a lot of finger pointing and a lot of 
zero-sum attitude amongst the people up 
there. And of all the issues, becoming less 
dependent on foreign sources of energy is 
an issue that we ought to be able to unite 
and show the American people we can work 
together to help advance the technologies 
that will change the world in which we live. 

I am very excited about what I’ve seen 
here. I’m excited about the future, because 
we’ve got great inventors and great entre-
preneurs here in our own country, preparing 
for ways to enable the American people to 
get rid of our addition to oil. And that will 
not only enhance our economic security but 
enhance our national security as well. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:18 p.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Subhendu Guha, presi-

dent and chief operating officer, United Solar 
Ovonic. 

Remarks in a Discussion on Energy 
Conservation and Efficiency in 
Golden, Colorado 

February 21, 2006 

The President. Thank you all. Please be 
seated. Thanks for having me. I am honored 
to be at the National Renewable Energy Lab, 
which will be henceforth called NREL. 
[Laughter] I have come today to discuss un-
believable opportunities for our country to 
achieve a great national goal, and that is to 
end our addiction on oil. 

I know it sounds odd for a Texan to say 
that. [Laughter] But I have spent a lot of 
time worrying about the national security im-
plications of being addicted to oil, particu-
larly from parts of the world where people 
may not agree with our policy or our way 
of life, and the economic security implica-
tions of being hooked on oil, particularly 
since the demand for oil is rising faster than 
the supply of oil. And any time that happens, 
it creates the conditions for what could be— 
price disruption and price spikes at home are 
like hidden taxes on the working people of 
our country. 

And so we’re here to discuss ways to 
achieve this really important national goal. 
And there’s no better place to come than 
NREL, and I want to thank you all for 
hosting me. I appreciate—I really appreciate 
the scientists and dreamers and, more impor-
tantly, doers who work here to help achieve 
this important goal. 

I recognize that there has been some inter-
esting—let me say—mixed signals when it 
comes to funding. The issue, of course, is 
whether or not good intentions are met with 
actual dollars spent. Part of the issue we face, 
unfortunately, is that there are sometimes 
decisions made, but as a result of the appro-
priations process, the money may not end up 
where it was supposed to have gone. I was 
talking to Dan about our mutual desire to 
clear up any discrepancies in funding, and 
I think we’ve cleaned up those discrepancies. 
My message to those who work here is: We 
want you to know how important your work 
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